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SEVEN DAYS' RETREAT.
Battle of Gaines's Mill.McClellan's Indecis¬

ion.Change of Base to the James.
The attitude of the army during the

month succeeding the action of Fair Oaks
¦was not imposing. It was seemingly a

body that had lost it momentum; and the
troops, sweltering through all that hot
month amid the unwholesome swamps of
the Chickahominy, sank in energy. Mc¬
Clellan's position was a trying one: he
realized the full necessity of action; but
he also realized better than any of Ms
contemporaries the enormous difficulty m
the task laid upon him. Feeling deeply
the need of new accessions to his strength,
in order to permit him to carry out his
plans, and seeing almost as large a force
as he had to confront the enemy with
scattered in unmilitary positions through¬
out \ irginia, he was naturally urgent that
they should be forwarded from where they
were useless to where they might be so
advantageously employed.

Yet the situation was not one that per¬
mitted inaction; for the position of the
army astride a fickle river, and the ex¬
perience already had of the danger to
which that division of its strength ex¬
posed it, should have been a sufficient ad¬
monition of the necessity of a change.
The fundamental vice was the direction of
McClellan's line of communications almost
on the prolongation of his front of opera¬
tions. Pivoting on the York River Rail¬
road. and drawing his supplies from
W hite House, it became absolutely neces¬
sary for him to hold a large part of his
effective strength on the left bank of the
Chickahominy for the protection of that
"He.® situation that at once prevented
his using his whole force, and exposed
him to attack in detail. Tins false posi¬
tion might have been rectified in two ways*
I. .By a change of base to the James,
which would have given a line of manuver
against Richmond, entirely free from the
objections inherent in that by the York,
and whereon he would have had choice
either of moving against Richmond by the
north bank of the James or, by a transfer
to the south side, of operating against its
communications, which was altogether the
bolder and more decisive method; 2. By
the transfer of the whole force to the right
twnk of the Chickahominy, abandoning
the line of the lork, and then making a
prompt advance against Richmond, with
the advantage that, if unsuccessful in the
batt.c against the adverse force, the line
of the James might be taken up. The
latter was the preferable course, as it
avoided the ill moral effect that might be
fxpect^d to attend a chauge of base with-
out a battle. But either would have been
better^ than inaction, which, in the actual
situation, was more hazardous than the
boldest procedure, and was an eminent
example ot that kind of false prudence tha'
is often the greatest rashness.

ll'tLELLAN WAITS FOB ?
Gen. McClellan knew that the adoption

of the one course or the other was neces¬
sary; but unfortunately the case was one
presenting an alternative, and it was the
nature of that commander's mind to so bal¬
ance between conflicting views, to so let
I dare not wait upon I would," that he
was apt to hesitate even in conjunctures
wherein the worst course was preferable
to doing nothing. To whatever subtile
cause, deep seated in the structure of his
mind.to whatever excess of lymph in his
blood this^may have been due.it certain¬
ly marred his eminent capacity as a sol¬
dier. There is something painful and at
the same time almost ludicrous in the evi¬
dence, found in his official dispatches, of
this ever-about-to-do non-performahce. On
the day succeeding the action of Fair
Oaks, the 2d of June, he wrote: "I only
wait for the river to fall to cross with the
rest of the force and make a general at¬
tack. Should I find them holding firm in
a very strong position, I may wait for what
troops I tan bring up from Fort Monroe."
On the 7th of June: "I shall be in perfect
readiness to move forward and take Rich¬
mond the moment that McCall reaches
here, and the ground will admit the pas¬
sage of artillery." McCall's Division (of
McDowell's force) arrived on the 12th and
l«th, which increased his effective to
II.j,000 men. (1) On the 16th he wrote:
"I hope two days more will make the
ground practicable. I shall advance as
soon as the bridges are completed and the
ground fit for artillery to move." On the
18th: "A general engagement mav take
place any hour." On the 25th, "The ac¬
tion will probably occur to-morrow, or
within a short time".and so on and on
in the like tenor, until the time when the
enemy cot short the endless debate by
seizing the initiative. Now it can not be
said that the obstacles indicated were not
real difficulties in the way of an advance;
that the successive conditions precedent
of action were not well taken and based
on sound military reasoning. What Gen.
McClellan should have seen, however, is
that his proper course of action was de¬
termined not by these circumstances at
all, but was dictated by the necessity of
extricating himself from a situation in¬
trinsically false. This became only too
soon manifest.

LEE SUCCEEDED JOHNSTON.
When the hurt that Gen. Johnston had

received at Fair Oaks was seen to be
one that must long keep him out of the
field, Gen. Robert E. Lee was nominated
to succeed^ him in the command of the
Army of Northern Virginia. Of this sol¬
dier, destined to so large a fame, men had
at this time to judge by promise rather
than by proof. Gen. Lee's actual experi
ence in the field had been confined to a
trivial campaign in the mountains of
Western Virginia, in which he had been
in a remarkable manner foiled by Gen.
Rosecrans;. and this, with his reflective
habits and cautious temper, promised a
commander of the Fabian mold. Yet
there is nothing in which one may more
readily judge wrongly than in the attempt
to prognosticate from the plane of every¬
day experience, the behavior of a man
placed in command of an army. Lee,
whose characteristic trait was caution!
marked the commencement of his career
by a stroke brilliant in its boldness.

joiixston's plan adiiebed to.
It has been seen that in Gen. Johnston's

theory of action for the defense of Rich-

1. The rolls of the Army of the Potomac
showed on the 20th of June the following
figures: £°tal aggregate of present and
absent, lo*i,838; aggregate absent, 29,511;
Jgregate on special duty, sick, etc., 12-
>m. *f*Zegate, pre!e"t for "5,10i
?fficial Records: Adjutant-General's Of-
|cc«

rnond, he judged that the course best
suited to the circumstances was to draw
in around the Confederate Capital, con¬
centrate there all the available resources
of the South, and then fall with crushing
weight upon the Union army, divided by
the Chickahominy. Accidental circum¬
stances had made the blow which he de¬
livered ineffectual. Gen. Lee determined
to continue the same line of action; and
this he was enabled to carry out under
more favorable auspices. Johnston's views
touching the necessity of a powerful gath¬
ering of force at Richmond fell compara¬
tively unheeded; but his successor had bet¬
ter fortune, and having decided to assume
the offensive, he was able to draw in the
Confederate detachments scattered along
the coast and throughout Virginia, and by
this means raise his effective to near 100,-
000 men. Lee's policy of concentration
included the withdrawal of Jackson's force
from the Valley of the Shenandoah.and

UNION mm RlBL.

THE FIELD AT <

a withdrawal so secret, that its first an¬
nouncement should be the blow struck.
Before commencing operatiens, . however,
he sent Stuart, with a body of'L500 Vir¬
ginia troopers, to make the circuit of the
Union army, by a swoop around its rear.
This having been successfully accomplish¬
ed about the middle of June, Lee was
ready, with the knowledge thus gained, to
strike.

FOOLING TIIE FEDERALS.
To mask Jackson's intended withdrawal

from the Valley, Gen. Lee detached a di¬
vision from the force around Richmond
(the division of Whiting) and sent it to
join Jackson. This was done ostensta-
tiously, and in such a way that it should
become known to Gen. McClellan; Lee
judging that the intelligence of this move¬
ment would give his antagonist the im¬
pression of a revival of operations in the
Shenandoah region. If there was, as
seemed likely, a reuewed intention of send¬
ing forward McDowell's army to join Mc¬
Clellan, a fresh appeal to the fears of the
administration for the safety of W ashing-
ton was the shrewdly chosen means of
again diverting that force.

JACKSON STOLE A MARC1T.
When this had had its intended effect,

Jackson, with his whole command, now
raised to about 25,000 men, was ordered
to march rapidly and secretly in the di¬
rection of Richmond. He set out from the
vicinity of Tort Republic (where he had
remained since the termination of the Val¬
ley campaign) on the 17th of June, and
moving by way of Gordonsville and the
line of the Virginia Central Railroad,
pushed his advance so vigorously that on
the 25th he struck Ashland, on the Fred¬
ericksburg Railroad. 12 miles from Rich¬
mond. With such skill did Jackson man¬
age his march, that not Gen. McClellan,
nor vet Banks, nor Fremont, nor Mc¬
Dowell, knew aught of it;(2) and when,
on the 2T»th, Jackson had reached Ash¬
land, and was within striking distance of
the right wing of the Army of the Poto¬
mac, McClellan, absorbed in his proposed
operations on the Richmond side of the
Chickahominy, was that very day ad¬
vancing his pickets on the Williamsburg
road, preparatory to a general forward
movement iu that direction. Jackson had
now reached a point where the other Con-
federate columns could begin the parts
assigned to them.

I>ee's plan contemplated that as soon1
as Jackson, by his manuvers on the north
bank of the Chickahominy, should have
uncovered the passage of the stream at
Meadow and Mechanicsville bridges, the
divisions on the south bank should cross
and join Jackson's column, when the
whole army should sweep down the north
side of the Chickahominy, toward the
York River, laying hold of McClellan's
communications with White IIouse.(3) *

PORTER OBSTRUCTED HILL.
The only interference with this plan

was caused by a day's delay in Jackson's
movement whereby it occurred that when,
on the afternoon of the 20th, Gen. A. P.
Hill, after crossing the Chickahominy at
Meadow Bridge and driving away the
small force(4) In observation at Mecbanies-

2. A deserter from Jackson's force came
into the Union lines on the 24th, and
stated that Jackson was moving from
Gordonsville. along the line of the Vir¬
ginia Central Railroad, to strike the right
of the Army of the Potomac; but his story
was not credited.

3. Lee: Reports of the Army of North¬
ern Virginia, vol. i, p. 0.

4. The force here consisted of a fegi-
ment and a battery.

ville (thus enabling the divisions of Long-
street and D. H. Hill to eross at Me-
ehanicsville Bridge and join him), at¬
tempted to proceed in the movement down
the north bank of the Chickahominy, the
columns were brought to a halt by a part
of the corps of Fitz-John Porter, which
held an intrenched position on the left
bank of Beaver Dam Creek, a small tribu¬
tary of the Chickahominy. The position
was a strong one, the left bank of the
creek being high and almost perpendicu¬
lar. and the approach being over opeu
fields, swept by artillery tire and ob¬
structed by abatis. This position was

held by the brigades of Reynolds and
Seymour; but when the Confederates
showed a determination to force the pas¬
sage. Gen. Porter called up the remainder
of his corps, consisting of Meade's Bri¬
gade and the division of MoreH. The Me-
chaniesivlle road, on which the Confed¬
erate divisions, under Gen. Longstreet,
moved to make the passage of Beaver
Dam Creek, turns when near the creek
and runs nearly parallel to it, thus caus¬
ing an advancing force to present a flank.
The Federal troops were concealed by
earthworks commanding this road; and,
reserving their fire until the head of the
Confederate column was nearly across the
ravine, they opened a terribly destructive
volley in the face and on the flank of the
advancing force: the survivors fled, artd
no additional attempt was made to force
the passage that night; but brisk firing
was continued till 9 o'clock.(5) The enemy
lost between 3,000 and 4,000 men, while
the Union loss was quite inconsiderable.(G)
The attempt was renewed at dawn of the
following morning, with equally ill suc¬
cess; but while the Confederates were
thus engaged, Jackson passed Beaver
Dam Creek above and turned the position.
By the night of the 2«th of June, the

intelligence which McClellan received
from his outposts left no doubt of Jack¬
son's approach; and, divining now the true
nature of Lee's move, he resolved to with¬

draw his right wing, under Gen. Portel*.
from its position at Beaver Dam, where
it was too far from fthe main body and
too much "in the air." The answer to
the question, what Should be done with
the right wing, would determine the entire
situation.
The disclosure of Lee's bold initiative

made action indispensable. Three courses
were open to McClellan: 1. To effect a
concentration of the whole army oh the
north side of the Chickahominy, and there
deliver general battle. 2. To effect a con¬
centration on the south bank, and march
directly for Richmond. 3. To transfer
the right wing to the south bank, and
make a change of base to the James
River.
The first plan was not conformable to

military principles; for Lee already laid
hold of MeClellan's communications with
White House, and the Confederate force
on the Richmond side of the Chickahominyimperilled his line of Tetreat to the James
River. To have given general battle on
the north bank would, therefore, have been
to risk his army without an assured line of
retreat.(7)

GRAND OPPORTUNITY LOST.
The second project, that of making a

counter-move on Richmond, would have
been correct and at the same time verybold and brilliant. Such an operation has
several illustrious precedents, of which one
of the best known and most striking is
Turenne's counter to Montecucucli in 1075.
Montecuculi, commanding the Imperial
army, after a series of beautiful manuvers,began to cross the Rhine at Strasburg for
the purpose of falling upon the French
force; but Turenne, nothing disconcerted,threw a bridge over the river three miles
below Strasburg, and . transferring his
whole army to German, ground, compelledMontecuculi to make a hasty return.
There is little doubt that a direct march
of the whole army, ou Richmond on the
morning of the 27th would have had the
effect to recall Lee to the defense of his
own communications and the Confederate
Capital, which was defended by only 25,-
000 men.(8) McClellan held the direct

5. Porter: Report of Meclianics^ille.
This statement is fully borne out by Lee:
"After sustaining a destructive fire of
musketry and artillery, at short range, the
troops," says he, "were withdrawn." Re¬
ports of the Army of Northern Virginia,
vol. i, p. 9.

6; I derive this statement of the heavy
Confederate loss from Gen. Longstreet
himself. It does not appear in the offi¬
cial reports, and is much larger than had
hitherto been supposed.

7. This is something which even Napo¬leon was unwilling te do. Discussing the
lines of conduct open to him after crossingthe Alps into Italy, he says: "Of these
three courses, the first.to march uponTurin.was contrary to the true principles
of war, as the French would run the risk
of fighting without having a certain re¬
treat, Fort Bard not being then taken."
Gourgaud and Montholon: Memoirs of Na¬
poleon, vol. 1, p. 278.

8. Gen. Magruder, who had command
of the Confederate forces on the right
bank of the Chickhominy, says: "I consid¬
ered the situation of our army as extremely
critical and perilous. The larger part of it
was on the opposite side of the Chickhom¬
iny, the bridges had been all destroyed, but
one was rebuilt, and there were but 26,000
men between his.MeClellan's.army of
100,000 neii and Richmond." Reports of
the Army of Northern Virginia, yol. i, p.
tot

crossings of the Chickmbofliiny on the
south bank, while the Confederate bridges
were destroyed, and Lee "WoiHd have been
compelled to make a detour of at least a
day to rejoin the force in front of Rich¬
mond. Why, therefore, did not Gen. Mc-
Clellan execute this operation? He answers
this question by a reference to the limited
quantity of supplies on hand; but this can¬
not be accepted as valid, for the army had
at this time rations for piany days, and
large stores had eventually"to be burnt pre¬
vious to the retreat. The real reason is,
that the operation overleaped by its bold¬
ness the methodical genitts of the Union
commander.

TO TH? JAMES.
It resulted, therefore, that he adopted

the alternative of a change of base to the
James River. In deciding upon this plan.
which was judicious if npt brilliant, and
which was executed in a manner to reflect
high credit on the $rmy and its com¬

mander, the only sacrifice blade by Gen.
MeCIellan.and indeed it was 110 incon¬
siderable one.was that he did on compul¬
sion what he might have done before from
choice.what, indeed, he appears to have
intended to do, but what, haltihg as that
General so often did in the perilous half¬
way-house between the offensive aud the
defensive, never wax done; thus turning
away the current of an enterprise of great
pith and moment and losing the name of
action.

rORTER WAS INTERPOSED.
In determining to withdraw Porter's

Corps to the south bank of the Chicka¬
hominy and effect with hiw\united army a
change of base to the James River, Gen.
MeCIellan took a preliminary step which,
though seemingly dictate*! by the necessi¬
ties of his difficult situation, enabled the
Confederates to inflict a heavy blow on
that corps, and beclouded the commence¬
ment of the retrograde movement by a
severe disaster to the tJnloli arms. It ap¬
peared that an immediate ^withdrawal of
the right wing over the Cbicjtahominy after
Jackson had turned its posiiion on Beaver
Dam Creek would expose the rear of the
army, placed as between tifo fires,(9) and
enable Jackson by movingi direct on the
lower bridges of the Ch'U*iahominy, and
even on Malvern Hill, tu interrupt the
movement to the James River. He re¬

solved, therefore, to engaget Jackson with
Porter's Corps, re-enforced by whatever
troops might be available^ ffom the south
bank of the ChickahorainsV in order to
cover the withdrawal of(the trains and
heavy guns and to gain ti^fc for arrange¬
ments looking to the {fearae of base to
the James. It was m unhappy
plight in which the comnMHioatf found him-
nelf placed.condemned ,«it|»iStf to hazard
the safety of his whole »n^y, or doom a
portion of it to almost .sstlVed destruc¬
tion. For it was not, ps bd conceived,
with Jackson alone thai * Pftrter would
have to deal, bnt with mom than two-
thirds of the entire QtaleAerate army.
with Jack&on and Longsttfeit 'and the two
Hills': it was in fact 27,0fk> figiunst 00,000
.an overweight of oppimition that lent
to the task assigned to Pt>rter almost the
character of a forlorn hop#. \In execution of, (his de#*#n> the greater
part of the heavy guns add wagons were
removed from Beaver Daiij to the south
bank of the Chickahominy during the
night of the 20th; and tdior^y before
laylight the delicate Juration of
withdrawing the troops * to tffe \$o-
dtion where it Was determined
nake the new stand, tan udmmencfd and ¦

skilfully and successfully executed; fof,
hough the Confederates fallowed closely,
skirmishing, yet Porter whs able to take .

lp his new position- before they appeared
11 force in his front. The rear was hand- '

comely covered by Seymour's Brigade and
[he horse batteries of Robertson and Tid-
t>all.

POSITIONS OF PORTER'S FORCES. <

The position on the north bank of the ,

Chickahominy taken up for resistance,
was well chosen, on a ranj^» of bights be- .

tween Cold Harbor and the Chickahominy.
The line of battle formed, the arc of a cir¬
cle', covering the approaches to the bridges
wjiich connected the right wijiig with the
troops on the south side of the river. The 1

left (Morell's Division) restfd on a wooded ,

bluff, which rose abruptly, from a deep ra-
rine leading down to thf 'Chickahominy; <

the right (Sykes's Division of Regulars)
posted in woods and dealings, extended to
the rear of Cold Harbor. ,\* The ground, <

generally open in front,- w&s. bounded on
the side of the Confederate approach by a

'

wood with dense and tangled undergrowth ,

und traversed by a sluggish!, stream. Mc-
Call's Division was formed io a second 1
line.(10) This field was destined to a his-
toric character; for two years afterwards, '

Gen. Grant, in his campaign from the <

Rapidan to Richmond, delivered a bloody
battle on the same ground.- Yet between i
the circumstances of the two battles, {here ,

was one point of difference; and it Is a
point of differencfe that epitomizes the i
whole progress of the ?var from 1802 to
1804. By the time Lee found himself on 1

the defensive along the Chickahominy, a ^
long experience had taught the enormous
advantage of those rude breastworks of
logs and earth, which the troops of both <
armies had acquired sricU a marvelous
facility in constructing. But in the earlier 1
action the art of preparing defensive posi¬
tions was yet in its infancy, and the
ground on which Porter disposed his force <

.a position that in two hours' vigorous
nse of the ax and spade mfght have been
rendered impregnable.remained guarded ,

by little more than the naked valor of the
troops. s -

PORTER ATTACKED BT TWO TO ONE.
The dispositions had hardly been made,

when at 2 o'clock Geo, A', P. Hill, who
had the advance of Lee's column, swung .

round by New Cold Harbor,: and advanced
his division to the attack. Jackson, who
was to form the left of the Confederate
line, had not yet come ujfc and Longstreet
was held back until JaeftBorfte arrival on
the left should compel aft? exffcnsion of the
Federal line. Hill, toeceftcHrilgly, attacked
alone; but he gained n4 advantage, for
after piercing the line, at one point, he
was repulsed and forced tQ ^ield ground,
his troops being driven back Jn great dis¬
order and with heavy laflt.fUf} To relievo
Hill, the Confederate commander now
ordered Longstreet, wh* hdkl the right
of the Confederate line, to make a feint
on the left of the Unieq. ^position; but
Longstreet soon discovert tkat, owing to
the strength of this poihf, thle feint to be
effective would have to be converted into

9. MeCIellan: Report, 125.
. j

10. Reynold's Brigade was posted on
the extreme right to cover tMe approaches
from Cold Harbor and Dispatch Station
to Sumner's Bridget. f,

11. Even a stronger statement than that
above made would be justlfted by the Con¬
federate official reports, { Thus Gen.
Whiting says: "Men were leaving the field
in every direction and in great disorder;]
two regiments, one ffom South Carolina
and one from Louisiana, were actually
marching back from the fire. Men were
skulking from the front'ln Jt shameful man¬
ner." Reports of the *Army of Northern
Virginia, vol. 1, p. ^$4. Gen. Lee ex¬
plains this by the statement that "most of
these men had never keen under fire till
the day before." (Ibid,, p. 8.) This fur¬
nishes an additional {feoof that Lee had
been re-enforced by troops from the coast.

(Contlaacd on ilxtb pagO

i^ortWstoriesyNotableRegiments
By COL WM. P. FOX.

FIRST MINNESOTA INFANTRY.'
Harrow's Brigade.Gibbon's Division. Second Corps.'

(!) Col. WILLIS A. GORMAN . Brio.-Gen.
<2) Col. NAPOLEON J. DANA; Major-Gen.
(3) Col. ALFRED SULLY ; Majqr-Gen.
<4) Col. GEORGE N. MORGAN.

(5) Col. WILLIAM COLYTLLE, J*.; Btt. brw.-gzs^
(6) Col. CHARLES P. ADAMS; Btt. Brio.-Gk*.
(7) Col. MARK W. DOWNIE.

C'OliPAMES.

Fiek) and Staf........
Company A*

B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
K
Veteran A....
Veteran B....

Totals

Killed and Died of Wounds. Died or Disease, Accidents, In Prison, Ac.

Officers.

I
.

1
1
S
. ,

2

i
i
2

IO

Men.

. .

20
IX
28
*3
XO
16
IX

*3
17
l7
ii
IO

*77

Total.

. .

21
11

29
14
12
l6
13
*3
18
*9
11
10

187

Officers.

New
Battalion.

Men.

5
5

11
6
6
7

12
6
8
*

} *7

97

Total.

6
5

12
6
6
7

12
6
8
4

«7

99

Total
Enrollment.

21

XI3
IO8
134
128
I20

124
I20

123
127
124

1,242
* V" * 187 killed.15 per cent. *Total of killed and wounded, 585 ; missing and captured, 136 ; died in Confederate prisons (previously included), 13.

Battled.

Fredericksburg, Va
Gettysburg, Pa..... . . 75
Bristoe Station, Va 2

Petersburg, Va. (assault, 1864) . .. . 3
Jerusalem Road, Va . 4
Siege of Petersburg, Va 5
Deep Bottom, Va 5
Ream's Station, Va 2

Boydton Road, Va.... 1

KAM.W.
... 1

Battles. K. A M.W.
First Bull Run, Va 48
Jacket, Va., Oct. 22, 1861 1
Goose Creek, Va 1
Fair Oaks, Va. * 2

Picket, Va., June 1, 1862 1

Savage Station, Va. 10

Gleadale, Va 1
Flint Hill, Va., Sept. 1, 1862 1

Vienna, Va., Sept. 2, 1862 4
Antietam, Md 20

Present, also, at Yorktown; West Point; Peach Orchard; Malvern Hiil; Second Fredericksburg; Mine
Run; Strawberry Plains; Hatcher's Run; Farmville; Appomattox.

Notes..The greatest regimental loss in any battle, in proportion to the number engaged, occurred in the
ranks of the First Minnesota, at Gettysburg. In that battle, on the afternoon of the second day, the Confeder-
ateg had broken through Sickles's ranks, and were about seizing an important position within the Union hues.
The only body of troops at hand was the First Minnesota. Hancock, desiring to impede the enemy's advance
until reinforcements could be brought up, ordered Colville to charge the advancing Confederate brigade with his
regimeijt. Alone and unsupported it attacked them, drove them back, and captured their colors. But It was ac¬
complished at a terrible cost; of the eight companies engaged. 262 all told. 215 were killed and wouaded. It
fs the largest percentage of loss recorded in the annals of modern warfare. It was in action again on the follow¬
ing day, its casualties at Gettysburg aggregating 51 killed, and 173 wounded; total, 224. This regiment was

organized April 29, 1861, and was the first in the Uniori Army to be mustered in for three years. It fought at
First Bull Run. then in Franklin's Brigade, Heintzelman's Division. Its casualties on that field were 42 killed,
108 wounded, and 30 missing, the largest loss sustained by any regiment there. It was assigned, soon after, to
the First Brigade, Second Division, Second Corps, in which it remained during its service.

TWELFTH MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY.
/

r <.

Baxter's Brigade. Robinson's Division. First Corps.

(1) Col. FLETCHER WEBSTER (Killed). (2) Col. JAMES L BATES.

Companies.
Killed and Died of Wounds.

Officers. Men. Total.

Died of Disease, Accidents, In Prison, Ac

Officers. Men. Total.

Total
Enrollment.

Field and Staff
CompanyA ...

B ...

C ...

D ...

E ...

F ...

G ...

H ...

I ...

K ...

Totals 18

21
21

x5
16
24
17
*9
11
18
13

4
24
22
16
18
24
18
21

*3
20

13

11
8

11
6
4
10
6

11
8
8

175 193 83

. .

II
8

11
6
4
10
6

11
8
8

83

17
x59
136
J59
141
132
158
146
157
*58
159

i,522

193 killed . 12.6 per cent.

Original enrollment, 1,040; killed, 152; percentage, 14.6. Total loss in killed and wounded, 667 ; Died of disease
in Coniederate prisons, 33.

Battles. K. A M.W.
Cedar Mountain, Va ......2

Thoroughfare Gap, Va 1

Manassas, Va 22

South Mountain, Va 1

Antietam, Md 74
Fredericksburg, Va 24
Gettysburg, Pa 12

Battles. K. A M.W.
Funkstown, Md 1

Wilderness, Va 21

Spotsylvania, Va 20

North Anna, Va 5
Bethesda Church, Va 3
Petersburg, Va. ......... 7

Present, also, at Chancellorsville; Mine Run; Totopotomoy; Cold Harbor.

Notes..The regiment left Boston July 23, 1861. It was stationed on the Maryland side of the Upper
Potomac, and made its winter-quarters at Frederick, Md. It commenced active service in April, 1862, in the
Shenandoah Valley, then in Hartsuffs (3d) Brigade, Ricketts's (2d) Division, McDowell's Corps. While in this
command it was engaged at Manassas, where its losses amounted to 13 killed, 61 wounded, and 63 missing;
Colonel Webster, a son of Daniel Webster, was killed there. The regiment faced a terrible fire at Antietam,
losing 49 killed, 165 wounded, and 10 missing, out of 334 present.on the field; Major Elisha gurbank was

. mortally wounded in that battle. At Fredericksburg, the regiment was in Lyle's (2d) Brigade, Gibbon's (2d)
Division, First Corps; its casualties in that fight were 14 killed, 86 wounded, and 4 missing, out of 258 engaged.
General Baxter commanded the brigade at Gettysburg, and Robinson the division .the regiment losing there 5
killed, 52 wounded, and 62 missing, out of about 200 in line. The division was transferred, in 1864, to the Fifth
Corps. At the Wilderness, Lieutenant-Colonel David Allen, Jr., was killed, the loss of the Twelfth amounting to
14 killed, 48 wounded, and 8 missing. Its losses in 1864, from May 5th to June 25th.when it was mustered
out .were 42 killed, 124 wounded, and 10 missing. It left the front June 25, 1864; the recruits and reenlisted
men remaining in the field were transferred to the Thirty-ninth Massachusetts.

EDITORIAL NOTE: The above pages are reproduced from Col. Fox's famous book, " Regimental
Losses." Other pages, giving short histories of notable regiments, will appear from week to week.
It is hoped the appearance of these short histories will stimulate comrades to send in material for
the preparation of more complete histories of their respective regiments than have yet appeared.


